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Civi! Rights Rill. :

Zo the Senate of the United Siales : '
|
l
\

I regret that the bill which has passed
both Houses of Congress, entitled * An
act to protect all persons in the United
States in their civil rights, and furnish |
the means for their vindieation,” con-
tains provisions which I eannot approve,
consistently with iy sense of duty to the
whole people, and my obligations to the
Constitution of the United States. [ |
am theretore constrained to return it to
the Senate, the Hounse 1 which it ori- |
ginated, with my objections to its be-
coming a law.

By the first seetion of the bill, all
persons born in the United States, and
not subject to any forcign power, excelu-
ding Indians not taxed, are declared to
be citizens of the United States. This
provision comprehends the Chinese of
the Pacific States, Indians subject to
taxation, the people ealled Gypsies, as
\“l‘ll as thc {a"tit'l’ mace (ll‘?‘i‘gn:llutl ias
blacks, people of color, negroes, mulat-
toes, and persons of Afvican blood.— |
Every individual of these races, born in |
the United States, is by the bill made
a citizen of the United States. It does
not purport to declave or to confer any

other rizht of citizenship than Federal |

eitizenship. It does not purport to give |

these classes of persons any slafus as
citizens of States, except that .\\.'hh'h
may result from their sfefus as citizens
of the United States. The power io

confer the rizht of State citizenship is |

just as exclusively with the several
States, as the power to conter the right
of Federal citizenship is with Congress.

The richt of Federal citizenship thus
to be conferrel on the several excepted
races before mentioned is now, for the

first time, proposed to be given by law. |

If, as is cluimed by many, all persons

who are native-born already are, by vir- |

tue of the Constitution, citizens of the
United States, the passage of the pend-
ine bill cannot be necessary to make
them such.
persons are not t';ti?,t‘"‘-_, as may be as- I
sumed from the proposed legislation to
make them such, the grave question
presents itsclf, whether, when eleven of’|
the thirty-six States are unvepresented
in Congress, at this time it is sound pol-
icy to make our entire colored popnla-
tion and all other excepted classes eiti- |
zens of the United Four mil- |
Lions of them have just emerged trom
slavery into freedom. Can it be reason- |

States ?

* ably sapposed that they possess the re- |

quisite qualitications to entitle them to |
all the privilegos and immunities of” cit-
izens of the United States?  Have the |
people of the several States expressed

“such a conviction 7 It may also be nsked

whether it is necessary that they should

be declared citizens, in order that they !
may be secured in the enjoyment of

eivil rights ? Those rights proposed to

be conterred by the bill are, by Federnl

as well as State laws, secured to all

domiciled alicns and foreigners even be-

fore the completion of the process ol

naturalization ; and it may safely be as-

sumed that the =ame cuactments are

suflicient to give like protection aud

benefits to those, for whom this hill

provides special legislation.  Besides, |
the poliey of the Government, from its

origin to the present time, seems to

have been that persons who are strang-

ers to, and unfhmiline with, our institu-

tions and laws should pass throush

a certain probation, at the end of’ which,

before attaining the coveted prize, they

must give evidence of their fitness to

receive and to exercise the rizhts of cit-

izens, as contemplated by the Constitu-

tion of the United States,

The hill, in efleet, proposes a diserim-
nation against laree numbers of intel-
ligeat, worthy, and patriotic forcigners,
and in favor of’ the negro, to whom, at-
ter lonz years of bondaze, the avenues
to freedom and indellicence have now
been suddenly opened. e must, of
necessity, from his previous unfortunate
condition of servitude, be less informed
as to the nature and character of onr

. institutions than he who, coming from

abroad, has to some extent at least fa-
miliarized himseltf with the prineiples
of a Government to which he volunta-
rily entrusts “ life, liberty, and the pur-
st of happiness.”  Yet it is now pro
posed, by a single legislative enactment,
to confer the rights of citizens upon all |
persons of African deseent horn within
the extended iimits of the United States,
while persons of forcien birth, whe
make our Iand their home, must undoer-
go a probation of five vears, aud can |
only then become eitizens upon pl‘m:i:
that they are of © cood moral chavne-

ter, attached to the principles of the

Constitution of the Uunited States, and

well disposed to the wood order and |
happiness of the same,” '

The first section of the bill also eon-
tains an enmmeration of the riehts to
be (-ujn_\'fw'] by these elasses, so made
eitizens, “ in overy State and Territory
in the United States” These richts |
are : “To munke and enforce ennt:':u-s;i, to
sue, 1_:9 parties, and give evidence, to
inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and
convey real and personal property,” and
to have “full and equal benefit of all
laws and proceedings for the security
of person and property as is enjoyed by
winte eitizens,”  So, too, they aré made
subject to the same punishment, pains,
and penalties in common with white |
citizens, and to none others. Thus, g
perfect equality of the white and bhlack
races is attempted to be fixed by Fed-
eral law, in every State of the [Tnion
over the vast field of State in!'is.liclim;
covered by these enumernted richts.—
In no one of these can any State ever |
exercise any power of diserimination
between the different races.

In the oxerl"-i.«o of State policy over
matters exclusively affectine the iwnple
of cach State, it has frequently heen
thought expedient to discruninate be-
tween the two races. By the statntes
of some of the Hiates, Northern as wefl
as Southern, it is enacted, for instance
th':lt no white person shall iHlH‘m;n'!'\:
with a negro or mulatto, Chaneellor
f‘[‘\eut_n.n}'s, speaking of the blacks, that

marriages between  them and the
\.\']ntu:« are forbidden in some of the
b.t::tc-s \\'Il_l‘l'(' .‘-.I:l‘\'('l'.\: does not exist, and
they are prohibited in all the slavehold-
ing States, and when not absolutely
contrary to iil\\‘, they are revoltine and
regarded as an offvnce acuinst Fublic
decornm.” =

If, on the other hand, such |

I do not say this Lill repeals State
laws on the subject of marriace between
the two races, {or as the whites are for-
bidden to intermarry with the blacks,

-
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the blacks ean only make such contracts |

as the whites themselyes are allowed to
make, and’” therefore eannot, under this
bill, enter into the marriage contraet
with the whites. I cite this diserimi-
nation, however, as an instance of the
State policy as to diserimination, and
to inquire whether, if Congress can
abrogate all State laws of discrimina-
tion between the two races, in the mat-
ter of real estate, of suits, and of con-
trats oenerally, Congress may not also
repenl the State laws as to the contract
of marriage between the two races 7—
Hitherto, every snbject®mbraced in the
enumeration of’ rights contained in this
Lill has been considered as exclusively
belonging to the States, They all re-
late to the internal jolicy and economy

.of the respective States. They arc mat-

ters which in each State concern the

The third section gives the district
courts of the United States exclusive
"¢ cogmizance of all erimes and-offences

act,” and concurrent jurisdiction with
the eircuit eouits of d)e United States
of all ¢ivil and criminal cases “affect-
ing persons who are denied orcannot
enforce in the courts or judicial tribu-
nals of the State or locality where they
may be any of the rights secured to
{ them by the first section.”
struction which I have given to the sec-
ond section is strengthened by this third
section, for it inakes clear what kind of
| denial or deprivation of the rights se-
cured by the fivst section was in con-
templation. It is a denial or depriva-
tion of such rights *in the courts or
'judicial tribunals of the State.” It
stands, therefore, clear of doubt that the

domestic condition of its people,-vary- | offence and the penalties provided in the

ine in each according to its own peecu- |

linr circumstances, and the safety and
vell-being of its own citizens, I do
not mean to say that upon all these
subjects there are not Federal restraints,
as, for- instance in the State power of
lezislation over contracts, there is a
Federal limitation that no State shall
pass a law impairing the obligations oi
contracts; and as to erimes, that no
State shall pass an ex post facto law;
and as to money, that no State shall
make anything but gold and silver a
legal tender. But where can we find a
Federal prohibition against the power
of any State to diseriminate, as do most
of them, between aliens and citizens,
between artificial persons ealled corpo-
pations, and natural persons, in the
richt to hold real estate?

second section are intended for the State
judge, who, in the clea exercise of his
functions asa Judge,not acting ministeri-
ally, but judicially, shall decide contrary
| to this Federal law.: In other words,
when a State Judge, acting upon a ques-
[ tion involving a conflict between a State
|law and a Federal law, and bound ac-
| cording to his own judgment and re-
| sponsibility, to give an impartial decis-
| ion between the two, comes to the con-
clusion that the State law is valid and
| the Federal law is invalid, he must not
| follow the dictates of his own judgment,
| at the peril of fine and imprisonment.
The legislative department of the Gov-
ernment of the United States thus takes
from the judicial department of the
States the sacred and exclusive duty of
| judicial decision, and converts the State

If it be granted that Congress can re- | Judge into a mere ministerial officer,

peal all State laws discriminating be-
tween whites and blacks in the subjects
covered by this bill, why, it may be
asked, m:l-_\.’ not Congress repeal in the

{ bound to decide according to the will
’ of Congress,

It is clear that in States which deny
| to persons whose rights are secured by

same way all State laws diseriminating | the first section of the bill any of those

between the two races on the subjects
of suflrage and office ? If Congress can
declare by law who shall hold lands.
who shall” testify, who shall have ea
pacily to make a contract in a State
then Congress can by law also declar
who, without regard to color or race
shall have the right to sit as a juror o;
as a judge, to Thold any oflice, and
finally, to vote *in every State am
Territory of the United States.” A
respects the 'l‘m‘l‘i‘l‘l_rl‘it's, t‘llc_\' come with
in the power of Congress, for as to then
the law-making power is the Federa
power; but as to the States no similai
provision exists, vesting in Congres:
the power “to make rules and regula
tious™ for them.

The object of the sccond seetion o
the bill is to atford diseriminating pro
tection to colored pei=ons in the ful
enjoyment of all the rights secured tc
them by the preceding section. Tt de
clares *that any person who, under”
volor of any law, statute, ordinance.
reculation, or eustom, shall subject, o1
canse to be subjected, any inhabitant o
any State or Territory to the depriva
tion of any right sccured or protecteo
by this aet, or to different punishment.
pains; or penalties on aceount of sueh
person having at any time been held in
a condition of slavery or involuntary
servitude, exeept as a punishment for
erime whereof the party shall have bee
duly convieted, or by reason of his color
or race, than is prescribed for
punizhment of white persons; shall he
decmed wuilty of a misdemeanor, and,
on convietion, shall be punished by fine
not exeeeding one thousand dollars, or
imprisonment not exceeding one year,
o both, in the discretion of the court.”
This section seems to be desiened to
apply to some existing or future law of’
2 dtate or Territory which may confliet
with the provisions of the bill now un-
der conzideration. It provides for coun-
teracting such forbidden legislation by
imposing fine and impriscnment 113::;'1;
the legisltors who may pass such con-
flicting laws, or upon the officers or
awents who shall put, or attempt to put,
themn into exeention. It means an ofii-
cinl offence, not a common erime com-
mitted against law npon the persons or
property of the black race. Such an
act may deprive the black man of his
: ¥, but not of Lis i'."‘.f'-'j!f to hold
property. Tt means a deprivation of |
the richt itself, either ||'\' the State ju-
diciary or the State legislatme. Tt

i3

the -

. section ?

'rights, all criminal and eivil cases af
tecting them will,by the provisions of the
third scetion, come under the exclusive
:ognizance of the Federal tribunals. Tt
ollows that if] in any State which de-
iies to a colored person any one of all

hose rights, that person should commit
1 erime against the laws of the State—
nnrder, arson, rape, or any other crime
—all protection and punishment through
he courts of the State are taken away,
ind he ean only be tried and punished
n the Federal courts. Ilow is the crim-
nal to be tried ? It the offence is pro-
cided for and punished by Federal law,
ihat law, and not the State law, is to
rovern.

it is only when the offence does not hap-
aen to be within the purview of Federal
iaw that the Federal courts are to try
md punish him under any other law.
Uhen resort is to be had to “the com-
mon law, as modified and chanzed ™ by
state legislation, * so far as the same is
iot incousistent with the Constitution
ud laws of the United States.” So
that over this vast domain of eriminal
jurisprivdence provided by each State
wor the protection of its own citizens,
md for the punshment of all persons
who violate its eriminal laws, }"t'dvrnl
iaw, wherever it can be made to apply,
dispilaces State law.,

The question here naturally  arises,
from what source Congress derives the
poewer to transfer to Federal teibunals
certain classes of cases embraced in this
The Constitution expressly
declares that the judicial power of the
United States *“ shall extend to all ea-
ses in law and equity arising under this
Constitution, the laws of the Unitd
States, and treaties made, or which shall
be made, under their anthority 3 to all
cases affveting ambassadors, other pub-
lie ministersand consals: to all cases of
adliniralty and maritime jurisdiction; to
controversies to which the United States
shall be a party; to controversies be-
tween two or more States, between a
Siate and eitizens of another State, be-
tween citizens of different States, be-
tween citizens of the same State claim-
inz land under grants of’ different States,
and betweena State, or citizens thereof,
and forcign  States, citizens, or sub-
jeets.”

tere the judicial power of the United
States is expressly set forth and  defin-
ed: and the act of September 24, 1789,

(establishing the judicial courts of the
It is | United States, in conferring upon the

thevefore assumed that under this see- | Federal courts jurisdiction over eases

tion members of State lewislatures, who

<hould vote for laws conflictine with the

provisions of the bill, that judges of the |
State courts who should render jude- |
ments in antagonism with its terms, and
that marshals and sheritts who should,
as ministerial officers, exeeute processes
swictioned by State laws and issued by
State Judges in exeeuntion of  their |

Jwdgments, eould be broueht before

other tribunals and there subjected to
fine and imprisonment for the perform- |
ance of the duties which such State laws |
iniorht i'llinlv‘('.

The legisiation thus proposed invades
the judicial power of the State. It savs
to every State Court or Judge, if you
decide that this act is unconstitutional—
i you refase, under the prohibition of a
State law, to allow a negro to testify—
if you hold that over such a suhj(;ct-
maftter the State law is paramount, and
“under color” of a State law refuse the
exercise of the right to the negro—your

crror "of judement, however conscien-
tions, shall ﬁll]rjt‘{'t you to fine and im-
prisonment! 1 do not apprehend that
the conflicting legislation, which the
bill seems to contemplate, is so likely to
ocenr as to render 1t necessary at this
thme ts adopt a measure of such doubt-
ful constitutionality.

In the next place, this provision of
the bill seems to be nnnecessary, as ad-
equate judicial remedics could be adopt-
ed to secure the desired end without
invading the immunities of legislators,
always important to be preserved in
the interests of publie liberty ; without
assailing the independence of the judi-
ciary, always essential to the preserva-
tion of individual rights; and without
impairing the efliciency of ministerial
officers, always necessary for the main-
tenanee of public peace and order. The
remedy proposed by this section seems
to be, n this respect, not only anoma-
lous but unconstitutional, for the Con-
stitution guarantees nothing with cer-
tainty, if' it does not insure to the several
States the right of making and execu-
ting laws in regard to all matters aris-
ing within their jurisdietion, subject
ouly to the restriction that in cases of
conflict with the Constitution and con-
stitutional laws of the United States, the
latter should be held to be the supreme
law of the land. '

originating in State tribunals, is eareful
to confine them to the elasses enmnera-
tedd in the above recited clause of the
Constitution. This section of the bill
undoubtedly comprehends cases, and
authorizes the exercise of powers that
are not, by the Constitution, within the

|jurisdiction of the courts of the United

States. To trausfer them to those courts
would be an exercise of authority well
caleulated to exeite distrust and alarm
on the part of all the States, for the
Lill applies alike to all of them—as well
to those that have not as to those that
have been engaged in rebellion.

It may be assumed that this authority
is incident to the power granted to
Congress by the Constitution, as recent-
ly amended, to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the article deeclarmmg that
“neither slavery nor involuntary servi-
tude, except as a punishment for erime,
whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place sabject to their ju-
risdiction.” t cannot, however, be
justly claimed that, with a view to the
enforcement of this article of the Con-
stitution, there is at present any neces-
sity for the exercise of all the powers
which this bill conters.

Slavery has been abolished and at
present nowhere exists within the juris-
diction of the United States; nor has
there been, nor is it likely there will be
any attempt to revive it by the people
of the States. If, however, any such
attempt shall be made, it will t.Ken be-
come the duty of the General Govern-
ment to exercise any and all incidental
powers necessary and proper to main-
tain inviolate this great constitutional
law of freedom.

The fourth section of the bill provides
that oflicers and agents of the Freed-
men’s Bureau shall be empowered to
make arrests, and also that other offi-
cers may be specially commissioned for
that purpose !by the President of the
United States. It also authorizes cir-
cuit courts of the United States, and
the superior courts of the Territories,
to appoint, withont limitation, commis-
sioners, who are to be charged with the
performance of guasi judicial duties.
‘The fifth section empowers the commis-
sioners so to be selected by the courts

to appoint in writing, under their hands,

committed agninst the provisions of this-

The con-
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summon @ gosse comitatus,and even to
call to their aid such portion of the
land and naval forces of the United
States, or of_ the militia, “as may be
necessary to the performance of the
dn%' with which they are charged.”

~ This extraordinary power is to be
conferred upon agents irresponsible to
the Government and to the Feopit', to
whose nufnber the diseretion of the com-
missioners is the only limit, and in
whose hands such authority might be
made a terrible 9“51?'9 of wrong, op-
pression, and fraud. The general statues
regulating the land and naval forces of
the United States, the militia, and the
execution of the laws, are believed to
be adequate for every emergency which
can occur in time of peace. If it should
prove otherwise, Congress can at any
time amend those laws in such manner
as, while subserving the public welfare,
not to jeopard the rights, interests, and
.iberties of the people.

The seventh section provides that a
fee of ten dollars shall be paid to each
commissioner in every case brought be-
fore him, and a fee of five dollars to his
deputy, or deputies, *for each person
he or they may arrest and take before
any such commissioner,” “with such
'other fees as may be deemed reasonable
by such commissioner,” “in general for
performing such other duties as ma{ be
required in the premises.” All these
foes are to be * paid out of the Treasu-
ry of the United States,” whether there
is n convietion or mot, but in case of
conviction they are to be recoverable
from the defendant. It seems to me
that under the influence of such temp-
tations bad men might convert any law,
however beneficent, into an instrument
of persecution and fraud.

By the eighth section of the bill the
United States courts, which sit only in
one place for white citizens, must mi-
grate, with the marshal and district at-
torney, (and necessarily with the clerk,
althougzh he is not mentioned,) to any
part of the district, upon the order of
| the President, and there hold a court
“ for the purpose of the more speedy
arrest aud trial of persons charged with
a violation of this act;” and there the
judge and the officers of the court must
remain, upon the order of the Presi-
deut, *“for the time therein designa-
ted.”

The ninth secction authorizes the
President, or such person as he may
empower for that purpose, *to employ
such part of the land and naval forees
1 of the United States, or of the militia,

as shall be necessary to prevent the
,i violation and enforee the due execution
jof this act.” This language seems to
imply a permanent military force, that
iz to be :lllwn}'s at hand, and whose only

|

I - - -

1' business is to be the enforcement of this |
| measnure over the vast region where it is |

{intended to operate.

| Idonot propose to consider the policy
fof this bill. To me the details of the
| 141l seem fraught with evil. The white
[ race and the black race of the South
| have hitherto lived together under the
relations ol master and slave—eapital
owning labor. Now, suddenly, that re-
| lation is changed, and, as to ownership,
[ capital and labor arve divorced. They
[ stand now each master of itself. In this
| rew relation, one being necessary to the
| otlier, there will be a new adjustment,
{ which both are deeply interested in
| making harmonious.  Each has equal
| power in settling the terms, and if left
to the laws that regulate capital and
| lnbor, it is confidently believed that
,Itlun.v will satisfactorily work out the
| problem. Capital, it is true, has more
| telligence; but labor is never so ignor-
ant as not to understand its own inter-
ests, not to know its own value, and not
to see that capital must pay that value.
This bill frustrates this adjustiment. It
intervenes between capital and labor,
amd attempts to settle questions of po-
litical economy through the agency of
numerons officials, whose interests it
will be to foment discord between the
two races: for as the breach widens
their employment will continue, and
| when it 1s closed their occupation will
terminate,

In all our history, in all our experience
as a people living under Federal and
State law, no such system as that con-
templated by the details of this bill has
ever before been prc?)(mvll or adopted.
They establish, for the security of the
colored race, safeguards which go in-
finitely beyond any that the General
Government has ever provided for the
white race. In fact, the distinction of
jance and color is by the bill made to
operate in favor of the colored and
! acrainst the white race. They interfere
| with the municipal legislation of the
States, with the relations existing ex-
clusively between a State and its eiti-
zens, or between inhabitants of the
same State—an absorption and assump-
tion of power by the General Govern-
ment which, if acquiesced in, must sap
and destroy our federative system of
limited powers, and break down the
barriers which preserve the rights of the
States. It is another step, or rather
stride, towards centralization and the
concentration of all legislative powers
in the National Gevernment. The ten-
dency of the bill must be to resuscitate
the spirit of the rebellion, and to arrest
the progress of those influences which
are more closely drawing around the
States the bonds of union and peace.

My lamented predecessor, in his pro-
clamation of the iirst of Janum-y, 1563,

held as slaves within eertain States and
parts of States therein designated were
and thenceforward should be free; and,
further, that the executive government
of the United States, including the mil-
itary and naval authorities thereof,
would recognize and maintain the free-
dom of such persons. This guaranty
has been rendered especially ol')ligatory
and sacred by the amendment of the
Constitution aﬁolishing slaverythrough-
out the United States. I therefore ﬁﬁly
recognize the obligation to protect and
defend that class of our people, when-
ever and wherever it shalgjbecome nec-
essary, and to the full extent compatible
with the Constitution of the United
States.

Entertaining these sentiments, it only
remains for me to say, thatI will cheer-
fully co-operate with Congress in any
measure that may be necessary for the
protection of the civil rights of the freed-

| ing much attention.

and regret that in considering the bills
and joint resolutions—forty-twoin num-
ber—which have been thus far submit-
ted for my approval, I am compelled to
withhold ‘my assent from a second meas-
nre that has received the sanction of
both Houses of Congress.
ANDREW JOHNSON.
Wasainagrox, D. C., March 27, 1866.
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RALEIGH, N. C.
SATURDAY, - = MARCH 31,

1866.

The President’s Veto Message.

We publish to-day President Johnson’s
veto of what is called the Civil Rights Bill,

We have never read a more compact or
conclusive argument than this message pre-
sents. It shows that the bill in question is
not only in conflict with the Constitution,
the theory of the government, and the rights
of the States, but that, in its consequences,
it could not fail, if it should become a law,
to operate disastrously to the very raceit was
designed to protect.

We do not propose any extended com-
ment on this admiralile document. It is be-
fore our readers, and speaks for itself. Let
it be carefully read, and then laid away and
preserved as another one of those masterly
expositions of the Constitution which have
proceeded from the President,

The annual message of President Johnson,
at the opcning of the pfesent Congress, was
received by the American peuple with almost
universal approval. No document, perhaps,
of a similar character, was ever more em-
phatically or cordially approved. The peo-
ple in all portions of the country felt that it
contained the true principles of the Constitu-
tion, and was the safest, if not the only
platform on which the Union could be re-
stored. In no important particular has the
President departed from the principles of
that message. Those principles will yet pre-
vail. The President has won for himself,
equally with Mr. Webster, the proud title of
Defender of the Constitution. We trust the
people everywhere will hold up his hands
and encourage him in kis arduous task. The
great body of the Repubiican or Union
party of the North and West owe it to their
prineciples, and to the sacred cause of the
Union itself] to sustain him ; for if they should
separate from him, or permit extreme views
to disorganize and divide their ranks, they
will fall before the recuperating forces of the
Democerats, and the control of public affairs
may thus pass into the hands of those who
lrave not been foremost in the work of pre-
serving the Union. And the Southern peo-
ple will find, in the end, if they do not real-
ize the fact now, that there is no hope for
them unless they strengthen and uphold the
President by carrying out in good faith, (as
we are sorry to say they have not done thus
iar,) his poliey of restoration. This policy
must be adhered to in spirit as well as in
letier ; and if it should not be, the President
will be gradually shorn of his influence, and
extreme views will prevail.

- e
The Connecticut Election.

This election, now close at hand, is excit-
Gen. Hawley is the
Republican or Union candidate for Governor,
and Mr. English is the Democratic can-
didate.

We have seen several versions of conver-
sations between the President and leading
public men in relation to this election, and
these versions would appear to be contradie-
tory if not taken with reference to the known
views of the President. The President’s po-
sition secms to be this: He iz a member of
the Republican or Union purty. He does
not belong to the Democratic party. But
he regards his policy for restoring the Union
ns paramount to everything clse. While he
does not wish to interfere in the eleclions,
and while he is not disposed to play the par-
tizan, yet, when his opinion is asked, he
frankly states that he desires the election of
those candidates who sustain his policy.—
What more or what less ceuld he say ¢

The people of the North, having conquered
the South through the instrumentality of the
common government, are now engaged in
settling among themselves the terms on
which the conquered States shall be restored
to the Union. We trust that these terms,
when settled, will be in accordance with the
Constitution. This is all we ask. On the
other hand, the people of the North have a
right to expect that the States will return to
tlie Union in good faith, through the instrao-
mentality of * unmistakably” loyal men.—
This is rensonable on their part, and we can-
not expect to be admitted until this expec-

tation is realized:
—_——— - & ———

“We shall publish in our next the testi-
mony of Gen. Lee before the reconstruction
conunittee.

We shall also publish a portion of the
testimony of Mr. Botts, in which he makes
the extraordinary revelation that Mr. Lincoln
told him, in 1861, that he, Mr. Lincoln
assured Mr. John B. Baldwin, of the Vir-
ginia Convention, that if he would go back
to Richmond and induce the Convention to
adjourn without passing the ordinance of
secession, he would take the responsibility of

ordered and declared that all persons gevacuating Fort Sumter. Mr. Baldwin never

cominunicated this assurance of Mr, Lincoln
to the Convention. Mr. Bolts swears posi-
tively that Mr. Lincoln told Lim this, but
Mr. Baldwin denies it. This is the same Mr.
Baldwin who stated a month or two since in
the Virginia Legislature, that he would like
to see Gen. Lee Governor of Virginia: and
he is the same Baldwin who, with others,
recently waited on the President as a delega-

tion from Virginia.

For interesting news matter see the second
column on the third page.

—The young men of New York city who
attend balls are thus described in & Western
paper :—*“Pale, bald, with poor physiqu
frivolous, dissipated, insane, one yal;dyofqta?:
to three of cotton written over their faces;
they are the weakest specimens of humanity
that one can see in any quarter of the globe,
I know of no more disheartening sight than
to contemplate three of them in a line.”

Mexico.  The letter was addresséd to Hon.

was published in the CUommonieealth, Quincy,
Fla., and we copy it because it refers to the
trial of Maj. John H. Gee, now progressing
before a Military Commission in this City,
when anthing connected with the trial, or
with the prisoner, are listened to with inter-
est :—
TArrAHAssER, March 17th, 1866,

To His Preellency :
‘Y)um 8. WALKER,

I Governor of Florida:
Sir :—Onmy recent return from being arefugee
on account of the late wicked rebellion, I was
grieved to learn that Dr. John Gee, of Gladsden
county, was being tried for his crue t{et.o Federal
mili

prisoners, while in command at tary
prizon, Balisbury, N. C. I know nothing of the
facts, but 1 know the man, have known him well

andlong. Ho was Assistant 8 in Gen. Liegh
Read's brigade, Florida war, in 1840 and 41, and
beloved by all that shared his acquaintance. In
the fall of 1850, when abont to return from Cali-
fornin, the cholera was raging fearfully at SBacra-
meuto City.. (Such distress I never knew.) Dr.
John Gee threw himself and his fortune into the
breach, for weeks not even undressing his person,
gathering some from the streets, providing them
with rooms, blankets, and nursing, at bis own ex-
Esuse. not even noticing their names. I wishI

d power to picture his acts of kindness to the
suffering poor, far away from home, no hopes of
reward except the approval of his own heart. 1
wus knowm% to his s‘gendin in this means, his
own funds, till he had not funds left to return
home. (I camehome with him.) My knowledge
in detail of his kindness, gives me proof that he
possessed the noblest attributes of man. Hels
high minded, trutiful, and bonorable. I do not
believe he could be Influenced to dissimulate and
misrepresent, even to save bhis own life. Iam
fully convinced of the barbarous treatment of

risoners, but #»o man of my acquaintance, counld

less believe cepable of cruelty, than Dr. John
Gee, and must hope that yet it may be shown to
be not intended crueity.

Governor, you know Ibave a right to complain
of the abuses of the late rebellion, and verily be-
lieve many now released b my government,
shonld not have been. Yet, lycan t Eagl that one
of the best men I ever knew has turned demon.
You ean, if you think my remarks worthanythin
to the cause of humanity, use them as you thinE
best. This token of my fecling is not known or
expected by hLis friends, for one who has so pub-
licly been denounced as your humble servant.

I am, Governor, with high respect,
Your ob’dt servant,
C. H. BLOOD.

THE “PEACE CONFERENCE.”

Secretary Seward’s letter to Minister Ad-
ams giving an official history of the “ con-
ference held in Hampton Roads in Febuary,
1863,” has been published. Mr, SBeward in-
troduces the narration with the following
observations: .

Sir: It is a truism that in times of peace
there are always instigators of war. So soon
as a war begins there are citizens who im-
patiently demand negotiations for peace.
The advocates for war, after an agitation long
er or shorter, generally gain their fearful end,
though the war declaredis not unfrequently
unnecessary and unwise. 8o peace agitators,
in time of war, ultimately bring about an
abondonment of the conflict—sometimes
without securing the advantages which were
originally expected from the conflict.

The agitators for war in time of peace, and
for peace in time of war, are not necessarily,
or perbaps ordinarily, unpatriotic in their
purposes and motives. Results alone deter-
mine whether they are wise or unwise. The
treaty of peace concluded at Guadalupe
Hidalgo was secured by an irregular negotia-
tion under the ban of the Government. Some
of the efforts which have been made to bring
about negotintions with a view toend our
civil war are known to the whole world, be-
{ cause they have employed foreign as well as

clomestic agents; others, with whom you
| have had to deal confidentially, are known to
{ yourself, although they have not publicly
transpired. Other efforts have occurred here,
which are known only to the persons actually
moving in them and to this Government. I
am now to give you for your information an
account of an affair of the same general
| character, which recently received much at-
| tention here, and which doubtless will excite
| inquiry abroad.

After detailing the circumstances which
led to the meeting, Mr. Seward proceeds:

On the morning of the 3d of February,
the President, attended by the Secretary, re-
ceived Messrs. Stephens, Hunter and Camp-
I:ell, on board the United States steam trans-
port River Queen, in Hampton Roads. The
conference was altogcther informal. There
was no attendance of secretaries, clerks, or
other witnesses. Nothing was written or
reacd. 'The conversation, though earnest and
free, was calm and eourteous and kind on
both sides. The Richmond party approached
the discussion rather indirectly, and at no
time did they either make categorical de-
mands, or tender formal stipulations, or ab-
solute refusals. Nevertheless, during the
conference, which lasted four hours, the sev-
eral points at issue between the Government
and the imsurgents were distinetly raised and
discussed fully, intelligently and in an amia-
ble spirit. What the insurgent party seemed
chiefly to favor was a postponement of the
question of separation upon which the war
is waged, and a mutual direction of the ef-
forts of Government, as well as those of the
insurgents, to some extrinsic policy or
scheme for a season, during whichrpassion
might be expected to subside and the armies
to be reduced, and trade and intercourse be-
tween the people of both sections resumed.
| It was suggested by them that through such

postponement we might now have immedi-
{ ate peace, with some not very certain pros-
| pect of an ultimate satisfactory adjustment
| of political relations between this Govern-
mment and the States, section or people now
engaged in conflict with it. .

This suggestion, though deliberately con-
sidered, was, nevertheless, regarded by the
President as one of armistice or truce, and
he announced that wecan a to no cessa-
tion or suspension of hostilities except on
the basis of the dishandment of the insur-
gent forcesand the restoration of the national
authority throughout all the States in the
Union. Collaterally and in subordination to
the proposition that was thus announced, the

reviewed in all its bearingd, and the Presi-
dent announced that he must not be expec
ted to depart from the positions he had here
tofore assumed in his proclamation of eman-
cipation and other documents, as these po-
sitions were reiterated in his last annual

President that the complete restoration of
the national authority was an indispensable
condition of any assent on our part to
whatever form of peace might be proposed.
The President assured the other party that,
while he must adhere to these positions, he
would be prepared, so far as power is ]
with the Executive, to exercise liberality.
His power is limited by the Constitution.
And when peace shonld be made, Congress
must necessarily act in regard to appropria-
tions of money and to the admission of Rep-
resentatives from the insurrectionary States.
The Richmond werce then informed
that Congress had, on the 31st ultimo, adop-
ted, by a constitutional majority, a joint res-
olution, submitting to the several States the
proposition to abolish slavery throughout
the Union, and that there is every reason to
expect that it will soon be accepted by three-
fourths of thé States, so as to become a part
of the national organic law. The conference
came to an end by mutnal acquiescence,
without procuring an ement of views
upon the several matters discussed, or any of
them. - Nevertheless, it is perhaps of some
importance that we have been able to sub-
mit our opinions and views directly to prom-

David 8. Walker, Governor of Florida, and

MR, SEwARD’s FerLing Towaimps 7rp
Bovrm.—The reports in circulation here as
to the final departure of Captain Maury from
Mexico, are unfounded. It has been current-
ly rumored that Captaim Maury has been
:tﬁpeéceded by Mmr?l\:gan. and this act of
¢ Emperor is 48 a concession to
the United States Goverument. A private
letter recently received from Captain Maury
states that he is activlly engaged in deyel-
oping bis immigrafion schemes, and he is
still at the head of the bureau. He has gone
over to Europe on business connected with
his department. The news of the dismissal
of Captain Maury would be very ‘welcome to
Mr. Seward, who looks with an evil eye on
everything connected with the Mexican Em-
pire, and especially on the efforts of SBouth-
erners to establish. themselves there.
. Young Gwin was recently here, endeavor-
ing to obtain the release of his father, Dr.

- M. Gwin, who is still a prisoner at Fort
Jackson. After several ineffectual efforts to
see Mr. Beward, whom he regard as a great
friend of his father’s, he finally succceded.
Mr. Beward told him that the only advice he
could give him was to leave for Europe as
soon as possible, by the first steamer, and
that if his father was released it would only
be upon condition that he should also quit
the country without delay. Young Gwin
1t:;)ok the hint and sailed without loss of

me.

As an instance of the feeling of the Secre-
tary of State towards the Southern people,
it may not be amiss to mention a speech of
his recently made to a gentleman of high
character. “The South,” said Mr. Seward,
18 not yet sufficiently humiliated. The
Southern people must get down in the dirt,
Not,” added he, *“ that I would have them
eat it when they get there”— Washington
Correspondence Baltimore Gazette.

RABE CHANCE FOR BARGAINS.

. NO HUMBUG,
Until further notice, I will sell at

NEW YORK Co8T,
Efxgensea added, my large and well sclected stock

uncy
GROCERIES,
CROCKERY,
WOOD AND
WILLOW WARE,
HARDWARE, .
CIGARS,
CONFECTIONERIES,

and in fact, every thing in my line except Hea
Groctt:'rlllf]s a’nd(iw‘lrni:l!,u agt-zppl gfwhlch wlﬁ be kc;{
cons Y on hand, at as low rates -
forded in this market, S
Dealers and Families will do well to call and
examine.
I have determined to sell as low as any

Wholesale Establishment in this City.

TERMS STRICTLY CASH.
W. ROBERT ANDREWS,

e No. 28, Fayetteville Street,
NEW ARRI?:ALS
AT
Farriss & ILack’s
oF
CLOTHS, CASSIMERES, S8ILK, CASSIMERE,
AXD

Every Deseription of Hats, &ke., &ec.
Which the public are envited to examine, at
No. 48 Fayetteville Street,
jan24—tf Easi side.

OLD ! GOLD ! IS DECLINING,

But all kinds of the best Writing Paper and
Envelopes, Tllustrafed papers, Fashion Books,
Fanecy Articles, and Newspupers, thr'o from New
York in thirty-six hours, can always be found at

West’s Stationery Store,
Next door to the National Bank. *“8mall profits
and quick sales,” is our moito.
February 16, 1866—tf

JORDAH WOMBLE,

Grocer and Commission Merchant, for all kinds
ofsl’ro?:lce a::d t(;tht:r Goods.
pecial attention given to the sale of
Bacon and Lard. - ol Elwue,
Consignments solicited, at Old Stand 4th door
North f{dcuﬂnrgus it street, Raleigh, N. C.
aug 11—

ESTABLISHED 1852,
LYCURGUS BERKLEY,
53 Main Street, Under Johnson's Hall,
Norfolkg V&.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIIL, DEALER IN
Foreign and Domestic Dry Goods,
Wholesale Rooms up Stairs.

Also Agent for Grover & Baker's Bewing Ma-

chines.
oct 12—6m10

OUR FRIENDS.

‘We still continue to sell books and statione
and all other goods in our line. We cannot sell
nt cost. If we do so, we shall be unable to buy
other goods. We have been trading in our line
tor several years. Our friends have always %t—
ronized us largely, for which we are thankful. We
have always tried to make a living prgfit on ounr

oods, and at the same time to give general satis-

action to our customers. We intend still to fol-
low the same rule, which we think fair and hon-
orable. Such books as we do not have on hand,
we will order for our friends. Among our late
arrivals, we have Methodist Hymn Books, Epis-
copal Prayer Books, Chidren’s ITllustrated Books
in great variety, Pho(oirnphs of Southern Gen-
erals, and Photograph Albnms. We have also a
t variety of common und fine Bibles and Tes-
ments; also a large variety of S8heet Music. We
try to keep all 8chool Books wanted by teacliers,
to whom we scll nt a liberal discount. Call and
see our stock before bu ing'i elsewhere. We are
prepared todo the bustﬁoo -Binding in the neat-
est style at short notice. We want fo trade with
our friends jor years to come ; hence we will sell as

cheap as we can well under the circumstances,

BRANBON & FARRAR,
No. 40, Fayetteville St.

anti-slavery policy of the United States was !

message. It was further declared by the™

jan 5—tf. Raleigh, N. C.
SCHOOL OF
MINING AND PEACTICAL GEOLOGY,
AND

LAWRENCE SCIENTIFIC SCHOOL.
rP'HESE Departments in Harvard University
r hold two sessions a year, of twenty wecks

" each, commeneing in Februaryand in September.
Forinformation apply by letter to
Dr. WALCOTT GIBBS,
Cambri Mass., Dean of both Faculties.
March 6, 1866—tf.

MANUFACTURER’S SUPPLIES.

i ILLWARD & WINEBRENER,

| 118 Market Street,

=— Philadelphia.
| DEALERS IN MACHINERY AND SUPPLIES
| of every description for Cotton and Woolen Man-
l“ﬁﬁz’&kmﬂ d Leather Belting, Card, Cloth
" e er Be A -
ting, Cotton and Weolen Ynms,an » ’Bﬂu'c.h,

8 Stuffs, &e., &
| P ;ci\%ges made o% conc;ignments of Cotton and

Woolen Yarops.
E grdel:stlicim which shall recelve profpt at-

Sl s WM. MILLWARD,
! March6—Sm. D. 8. WINEBRENER,

4- 4 SHEETING !

5 Bales—3000 Yards, 44 Bheetings, arriving

o B. P. WILLIAMSON & CO.
February 14, 1860,

—

TURHAM SMOKING TOBACCO.

In 5, 10 and 20 pound Packages,
5 10 and 0 P WILLI AMSON & CO.
march 20—1—tf .
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